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DONT THREATEN WE 
FIN. DONT TALK ABOUT W 
FAMILY- OF COURSE: I DON'T 
IT'S NOT — 



NO, IT ISN'T PERSONAL 
I'M OBLIGATED TO REPORT 
THERE'S NOT ANY KIND OF 
COMPETITION WITH— 



ONLY WHAT WE'VE ALWAYS 
i ONE, OPERATING WITHIN PROTOCOL. 
I DONT COLOR OUTSIDE THE 
LINES, IT'S KEPT ME IN— 
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ninety-eight years ago, the 
last government on earth was 
wound down, ultimately handing 
over control to the 

CORPORATES, AND THEIR INDEPENDENT 
DISPUTES RESOLUTION BODY, CALLED 
OMBUDSMAN. 
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WHILE OMBUDSMAN ACCUMULATED AND 

MAINTAINED CONCLUSIVE MILITARY 
MIGHT — UNDER THE PRETENSE OF SAFER 
COLONIZATION FOR FRONTIER WORLDS— 
THE SOL SYSTEM WAS DIWIED UP 

BETWEEN HUMANITY'S THREE 
LARGEST CORPORATE ALLIANCES 




those outside of corporate territories 

were left without the umbrella of 
Sustainable income, housing, or security, 
there was no longer a mechanism for 
essential services, outside of that 
which a parent company provided, 
any individual not employed through 
official channels, or independently 
wealthy, found themselves 
shit out of ludc 



OVER TIME, THE COLLECTIVE 
MEMORY ATROPHIED, SOCIETY 
NORMALIZED, WITHIN THE NEW 
STATUS QUO, PEOPLE DEFAULTED 
TO FOUR DISTINCT CLASSES 





EXECUTIVE, SHAREHOLDER, EMPLOYEE, 
AND OF COURSE THE UNAFFILIATED. 



IN THAT ORDER. 
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OMBUDSMAN 

have 4 chalk of 
rangers in the: 

MOUNTAINS. 



WAITING NOW 
FOR THREE DAYS, 
THEY'RE PREFPED 
TO FIGHT, 




Th£ GRUNTS AT 
OUG BASE Aftf THE 
IDEAL OUTFIT TO MAKE 
AN EXAMPLE OF— HEAVILY 
REFURBISHED, PRONE TO 
OUTBURSTS OF SALTY 
LANGUAGE. 



HEY RICO, 
LOOK WHO 
SHOWED UP. 







TONI6HT WE SPEAK WITH 
RETIRED ADMIRAL GEORGE 

WILL ITS, WHO WE HOPE 
CAN SHEO SOME LISHT ON 
OMBUDSMAN'S SAFE GROUND 
STATUTE, AW ORDER WHICH 
EFFECTIVELY EXCLUDES £ENE- 
REFURBISHEO SOLDIERS FROM 
MOST POPULATION CENTERS 



THAT'S A LIFETIME BAN, IF 
J UNDERSTAND THE WORDING, 
FOR ANY RETIRING SOLDIER 
WHO VOLUNTERED FOR 

eewmc modification, to 

SERVE IN OMBUDSMAN'S 
SPECIAL COMBAT FORCES. 



ADMIRAL, WELCOME. 
WOULD YOU SAY IT'S A 
LITTLE LIKE WAVING A RED 

FLAG AT A BULL, TO 
PLACE SUCH RESTRICTIVE 
CONDITIONS ON TWENTY^FtVE 
THOUSAND OF OMBUDSMAN'S 
OWN MOST DEADLY TROOPS ? 



WELL OF COURSE, KIRK I— 
©COD EVENING OBVIOUSLY 
THERE'S THE DANSER OF 
INCITING DISCORD, EVEN OUT- 
RIGHT REBELLION AMONGST 
THE RANKS, GIVEN THAT MOST 
OF THESE MEN WOULD HAVE 
ENTERED GENOME PROGRAMS 
WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT 
THEY'D ONE DAY RETURN HOME. 






THE ENEMY IS GOING TO 
BE U£ FJRST SOLDIERS 
WHO SPEAK WITH VIOLENT 
RHETORIC m> THE MEANS 
TO BACK IT UP r THEN 
SOLDJERS WHO ASK 
QUESnOWS, OR WANT 
TO LEAVE WHEN THEIR 
TOUR \S DONE. 
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THINK ABOUT IT. WITHOUT 
EARTH, MARS OR TITAN, YOU'RE LEFT 
SULFUR WINING ON 10, ICE WINING ON 
EURGPA, OR A "'CONSULT INS*" JOB WITH 
OMBUDSMAN FORCES THAT FUNNELS YOU 
RIGHT BACK INTO COMSAT AT A SLIGHTLY 
HIGHER HOURLY. AND WE ALL SEE IT NOW. 
WE SEE RIGHT IT. SO WHAT 

DO OMBUDSMAN DO, TO KEEP US 
PREOCCUPIED j THEY A&tTATE 



TRY TO FORCE A 
CONFLICT. T>€y NEED AN 
EXCUSE TO GET HEAVY-HANDED IN 
PHASE TWO, BECAUSE THEY KNOW 
THE PUBLIC WILL EN6A3E THEIR FACULTIES 
IF THEY SEE SHOCK TROOPS KICKING IN 
DOORS WITHOUT AN ANTAGONIST, ALL 
THEY NEED IS TO DRAW US INTO 
THE ASSESSOR ROLE, IN A WAY 
THAT SEEMS REASONABLY 
BENIGN AT FIRST. 
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VOLK? HAVE TO 
ADMIT, THIS CONTRACT 
COMES ALONG? AT JUST 
THE RIGHT TIME, GIVEN 
RECENT EVENTS. 

I WOULDN'T 
EVEN TRy TO SJGAR- 
COAT IT, GLEU IPS ALL 
PUBLIC RECORD 
ANyvAV. 
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SO THE INVESTIGATOR 
WHO CLAIMS VOUVE BEEN 
CONDUCTING A PRIVATE SECTOR 
GENOME PROGRAM, IN 
VIOLATION— 



JOSH SINGER MADE A 
LOT OF ACCUSATIONS IN 
THE REPORT TABLED WITH 
OMBUDSMAN. OF COURSE, 
YOU KNOW HOW THAT 
ALL ENDED UP ? 



BUT TO SET 

bad; to youR 

QUESTION, I AGREE, 
THIS IS A 
COL FOR BOTH 
PARTIES, 



OMBUDSMAN ENJO/ 
THE PEACE OF MIND 
THAT COMES WITH TWELVE 
OF OUR ORBITAL RAILS 
SECURING THE PLANET'S 
INFRASTRUCTURE,. 
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HE WAS 

AND HIS CLAIMS 
TMQROUGH-Y DEBUNKEO 
THROUGH ROUTINE INSPECTIONS 
OF OUR LABS, THE MATTER WAS 
PUT TO BED LONG BEFORE 
NEGOTIATIONS OPENED 
ON ANY NEW TENDERS. 



WHILE WE MEET 
SHAREHOLDER EXPECTATIONS 
FOR THE FIFTEENTH QUARTER 
RUNNING. IPS WIN/WIN. 



SO JUST 
TO END ANY 
CONJECTURE^ 



s 



3 ^. 



THERE'S NO TRUTH 
TO THE RUMOR THAT GOSEPi^ 
MAILER KICKED VOU OUT OF 
AN OMBUDSMAN BOARD 
MEETING RECENTLY? 



A>.. 
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HAH. 
I'M NOT EVEN 



INVITED 
THOSE 



TO 



LBV 



GLEN, 
SORRy. 



WE'LL 
THAT 
ANOTHER 



CLEAR 



ONE UP 
TIME, 
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HIKERS, 
APPARENTLY SAW THE 
DUST CLOUD AND ARRIVED 
GN SCENE BEFORE ANYONE 
AT KENNEDY. 



5> 



THEY TOOK FOOTAGE 
Of SHRAPNEL AND BODIES, 
NOW VANDERBOLT HAS IT. 



HE'S BEEN AIR INS 
IT NONSTOP. THERE'S 
NO MORE KEEPING 
A LID ON IT, 



FEED. 
VANDERBOLT, 





—PROBABLY THE 
FURTHEST I WOULD EVER 
60, BUT AGAIN, HE'D HAVE 
TO BE SUPER HANDSOME. 



THANKS KIRK, AS YOU CAN PROBABLY SEE 
BEHIND ME, THE SHUTTLE IS BEING WAVED IN 

NOW. OMBUDSMAN TONIGHT ISSUED A 
STATEMENT DEWIN6 THAT AN ORIBTAL RAIL 
MISFIREP ON MARS, an WE'RE HEARING 
MIXED MESSAGES OUT OF IS ID IS. 




MCPHERSON GROUP AIR AND SPACE 
CORRI DOR — ODESSA RESIGN, EU 
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OKAY, WE'LL CROSS 
BACK TO ELLA IN 
ODESSA NOW, WHERE I'M 
TOLD OMBUDSMAN CHAIR 

GOSEPH MAILER IS 
ARRIVING TO TOUR THE 
NAVAL DRY DOCK 
FACILITIES. 
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WE'LL ASK MR MAILER TO CLEAR THAT UP. 
INTERESTINGLY, AS PART OF HIS TOUR, THE 
CHAIR ALSO HAS THE DUBIOUS HONOR OF 
BEING THE FIRST GUEST TO STAY IN 
MCPHERSON GROUP'S CONTROVERSY- 
PLAGUED NEFTYANA SHAREHOLDER HOTEL, 
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OF COURSE, MR MAILER IS NO STRANGER 
TO CONTROVERSY HIMSELF. THE PUBLIC 

FACE OF OMBUDSMAN HAS RECENTLY 
RELAUNCHED HIS BID TO CREATE A CHIEF 
OPERATING OFFICER ROLE, WHICH WOULD 
ESSENTIALLY TRANSFER MOST OF THE 
BOARD'S ALLIANCE LEVEL DECISION- 
MAKING CAPACITY TO AN INDIVIDUAL, 
WITH BOTH VETO POWER AND THE ABILITY 
TO ISSUE BINDING EXECUTIVE ORDERS. 



WITH OMBUDSMAN BOARD MEMBERS 
REFUSING TO BE DRAWN FOR COMMENT 
ON THE MOVE, SOME POLITICAL 
COMMENTATORS CLAIM THAT MR, 
MAILER HAS POSITIONED HIMSELF 
AS THE PRIME CANDIDATE FOR THE 
NEW ROLE, SHOULD THAT COME— 
OH HELLO™ 




HELLO, ELLA SORRY, MY EARS WERE 
BURNING THAMES FOR COMING OUT TO 
THE BLACK SEA, I HOPE WE CAN CATCH 

UP DURING THE TOUR TOMORROW 
MORNING, I'D BE HAPPY TO ANSWER ANY 
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE HOTEL STAY 
FOR YOUR SUBSCRIBERS. I'M SURE THE 
ROOM WILL HAVE FOUR WALLS AT LEAST. 



OKAY, SIR WE LOOK 
FORWARD TO fT. AH_ 
BACK TO YOU KIRK, 
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THEIR ESTIMATES HAVE 
IT AT AROUND THIRTY- 
THREE THOUSAND. 



HOW DOES THAT 

sit with you ? 




FAIR AND 

you, jim? 



I'VE SEEN WORSE. 
THIS ISNT A CONSCIENCE THING, 
RIGHT ? WEttE AT WAR 



I'M PAID NOT 
TO TAKE A POSITION 
FIN. JUST POINT ME 
AT WHATEVER NEEDS 
SOME KILLING 



HOW'S THIS GOING 
TO LOOK, IN LIGHT 
OF THE OTHER 
THING ? 
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My guy 

IN OMBUDSMAN 
SAYS THEY'VE 
ALREADY CONNECTED 
US TO LOGIC 
BOARDS ON THE 
MARS RAILS. 



CRAIG PARSE IS 
PREPARED TO FALL ON 
HIS SWORD THERE. A FLAW 
CAN BE DISCOVERED IN 
THE CENTRAL BUS THAT 
ALLOWS ROOT ACCESS 
TO GUIDANCE AND 
TAR0ETJN& 



PEOPLE MIGHT HAVE A HARD TIME 
BELIEVING THAT INSURGENTS DESTROYED THE 
SOLAR HEADQUARTERS OF MY LIFELONG ENEMY 
WITH MY OWN COMPROMISED HARDWARE, 



MAYBE YOU OVER- 
ESTIMATE PEOPLE. 
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THIS IS TOO RARE 
AN OPPORTUNITY. YOU CAN 
ONLY PLAY THE 'WE WERE 
HACKED* CARD TWICE IF 
IT HAPPENS ON THE 
SAME DAY. 
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WE'LL SELL 
IT AS AN OVER- 
SIGHT, HELL DO 
SOFT TIME. 



RI0HT. AFTER MIDNIGHT, WE 
HAD TIME TO FIX THE FLAW. 
I NEGLIGENT, IF NOT COMPLIQT. 









If J Okay. ') 












W LET'S DO IT, 
f TAKE RAIL THREE 
OFF Q-LINK, AND 
DROP ITS OR8IT 
BY HALF A CLICK. 
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EARTH QUARAAJTINE HEADQUARTERS 
IN OPS ZONE NINE— FOftTALEZA 
REGION, SOUTH AMERICA 
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MCPHERSON GROUP 
PEACE ENFORCEMENT, 
MA'AM. CAN yOLi OPEN 
THE DOOR PLEASE? 




M SORRY, WHy ? 




